1. Hab

At vaere menneske er at teenke pa fremtiden. Vi haber, fremtiden bliver god og meningsfuld. Vi er spandte
pa, hvad der venter om hjarnet.

Men fremtiden er truet. Verden er fuld af krig, lidelse og sygdom. Selv i vores velordnede samfund sker der
ting, der truer vores hab og dramme: arbejdslgshed, ensomhed eller en nar ven, der svigter.

Gar Jesus nogen forskel? Kan han give et hab, der er mindre usikkert? Kan han skabe en bedre verden? Du
vil finde dem, der pastar det. Staedigt vil de pasta, at der for 2000 ar siden levede en jadisk tamrer, der kan
redde vores fremtid.

Allerede Jesu fadsel vakte habet. Jesu programerklaring handlede om hab, og skabte voldsom debat om,
med hvilken ret Jesus pastod, han kunne &ndre verden til det bedre. Efter Jesu dad fik tvivlen overhand,

indtil der skete noget, som vakte habet pa ny. Men dgm selv, efter at have last de fire tekster, hvor netop
emnet hab er pa dagsordenen.

1.1 En usaedvanlig fadselshistorie — Lukas-evangeliet 2,1-20
Krig, fattigdom og undertrykkelse preegede hverdagen i en lille landsby, hvor der for 2000 ar siden blev fadt
et drengebarn, om hvem det var profeteret, at han skulle &ndre verden.

Israel var besat af romerne. | beretningen harer vi om, at besattelsesmagten foretager en folketeelling - og i
den forbindelse tvinger jederne til at rejse til deres slaegts hjemegn for at lade sig registrere.

I den ydmygende politiske situation blussede det gamle jediske hab op igen - habet om en befrier, der skulle
komme, en fra Davids sleegt, som skulle genrejse Israel som et storrige. Der var forskellige meninger og
forventninger om, hvordan denne 'Messias' skulle fremsta. Profetierne i Det gamle Testamente gav anledning
til flere tolkninger.

Spargsmal
e Vi har ofte romantiske forestillinger om det, der skete julenat. Men prev at beskrive Maria og Josefs
situation ud fra de fa detaljer, teksten rummer.

e Hvad fortaller englene (Helt erligt: Findes der engle?) om den dreng, der er blevet fgdt? Hvordan bar
hyrderne mon hgrt og forstaet det? Hvordan svarer det til de Messias-forventninger, der var i
samtiden?

e Hvorfor dette underlige tegn? Drengen skulle efter englenes udsagn vare en person, som skulle fa
afgerende betydning i verden - og sa ligger han i en krybbe!

e Forfatteren betragter Jesus som Guds sgn og Messias. Hvorfor fortzller han sa denne beretning om, at
Jesus blev fadt i dybeste fattigdom, og kun nogle hyrder fik betroet, hvor afgarende en begivenhed der
var sket?



1. Hope
To be human is to think about future. We hope the future will be good and meaningful. We are excited about
what lies around the corner.

But the future is threatened. The world is full of war, suffering and disease. Even in our well-ordered society
things happen that threaten our hopes and dreams: unemployment, loneliness or a close friend who fails.
Does Jesus make a difference? Can he give a hope that is less uncertain? Can he create a better world? You
will find people who answer yes. Stubbornly they will claim that 2000 years ago a Jewish carpenter lived
who can save our future.

Even the birth of Jesus aroused hope. Jesus’ manifesto was about hope and created great debate about the
right by which Jesus claimed that he changes the world for the better. After the death of Jesus doubts
prevailed until something happened which aroused hope anew. But read the four texts where hope is the very
agenda, and judge yourself.

1.1 An unusual birth story — Luke 2:1-20

War, poverty and oppression characterized everyday life in a small village where a boy was born 2000 years
ago — a boy about whom it was prophesied that he would change the world.

Israel was occupied by the Romans. In this account we hear that the occupation forces carry out a census —
and in doing so force the Jews to travel to their ancestral hometown to register.

In this humiliating political situation, the Jewish hope flared up again — the hope for at deliverer who would
come, one from David’s lineage, who was to restore Israel as a great empire. There were different opinions
and expectations about how this ‘Messiah’ would appear. The prophecies in the Old Testament gave rise to
several interpretations.

Questions

¢ We often have romantic notions about what happened on Christmas night. But try to describe the
situation of Mary and Joseph, using the few details contained in the text.

¢ What do the angels (honestly: do angels exist?) tell about the boy who has been born? How do you
suppose the shepherds heard and understood the message? How does this correspond to the Messiah-
expectations that circulated at that time?

e Why this strange sign? The boy would, according to what the angels said, be a person with a crucial
significance in the world — and then he lies in a manger!

e The author sees Jesus as the Son of God and Messiah. Why, then, he gives this account on how Jesus
was born in deepest poverty and that only some shepherds were entrusted the crucial event that had
happened?



